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<z. What industrial- plants vere observed along the rail route? Where uere these 
planes located? Did these plants appear to he new or old? 

what new building construction was noted? Were these warehouse or industrial 
plant rtructurea? 

earth had been put up. Two thing, were going on there . Ttey^ere^huiiaine^ 
something inside that embankment and outside, the river wns^elng ge 
. - 4 . Tvr*vT*»-r-d f navigation* It vr* rach a huge pleco or war* 

land" The first was at the town of Hew Siberia and 1- extended * or 
SS*.l2! of the river. X an not sure about directions. We ca*. down along 
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oae side of the river And there were these- eaormou* atr&ctures-. Gc Ma y t~*ins 
were soring by in both direct! one that X couldn't lee all of them. Xtoro vore 
row end row# of new a pa r tmen t ho?uj*s for the workers . Box of the factories 
vere of all shapes. Son raw* to he refineries and had tig pip** that extended 


for several city blocks* I cannot 


Hone of then vat old , Bone 


penanbrr the exact location* of thane plants* 


thine about the -whole scene was the 


■sy have been three or four year# old but the lapre salve 


Q. ! What was the apeed of the train os vkiei yoi travelled* 


A. 


aevneet of it Sana of than were warehouses. 
Along the lina I sav what appeared to be tremendous grain elevators, very tall ones: 
-X vo»14 Hr 10 high. 1 ’ ^ ' 


The trains in China were far superior to the one we rode in Krasin. and ran at a 
speed of around 35 niles an hour. However, since I didn t have a watch to tins it, 

I can't be pooitive of this. We changed trains at Mukden and at Mancbouli. The 
Russian train was older and slaver and I Judge it 5 * speed van between 20 and 25 nilea 
an hour. The Siberian, railroad must be a constant problem to then u The road bed 
oecned to be In poor condition and this was the situation ail the vay through to 
the Ural Mountains o We were told that this railroad vsi doable -tracked all the way 
but part of the timer we were switched off to a branch line that was only single- 
track* I don't know whether this was because they didn’t want us to set o ©nothing 
that was going on along the main ro4te or whether they were repairing the road* 
Whenever we vent downhill the engij «r had the brake on all the way. There were 
great groups of people out working on the roadbeds all throughout Siberia. They 
were working at great pace and In some places, in order to keep the trains moving, 
they would have to go over it twice J first temporarily then a second tine to pat 
down the ballast, etc. I think the long winter and heavy frost is a const an t 
problem in keeping the railroads open. There was the feeling in my mind that the 
engineer was uneasy about the road tied all the way across Siberia. Apparently, 
keeping the railroad* in shape is a jnrtter of great urgency and import once to 
the gov e r nm e nt , else there would pot] have been so many people all along the route 
working on the roadbeds.. X don't know whether it was draft labor or hire but m 
any case living accomodations that were seal -permanent were provided for than 
right alongside the tmeko . These were large boxcars converted into hoses. Stops 
had' been installed and there were antennas up for radios and some of them had 
swings up for the children undercoat t the core. 


- 


We travelled on coal -burning trains hud I saw nothing but coal -burning trains until 
alter ve passed the Ural Mountains, from thers on late Moscow there were sections 
where the trains were electrified ana moved faster . There vert little railroad 
yard® that had been electrified and they had electric switch locomotive* » We saw 
I Russian svldiors doing coirotraction work all along this portion of the railroad . 

All of the workers wore uniforms except the lowest grade laborers,. Women were 
working right along with the men. They were doing most of tfcs section. work. I 
I only saw one vaau on the switch engine, thoujsh, and I don't know whether or mot 
she was an anginna^ Electrification is still limited, although from the amount 
of work going cm they will have the pntire line from the Urel Mountains west 
j electrified. They were building steel tewrerw at intervals, and we saw places where 
j voldlerrs were encamped and they would be moving around like regular engineers 
rebuilding and repairing in tone places but primarily digging holes for the electric 
t -evert:. T was very much interested in the railroad work because I used to work on 
railroads 25 or 30 years ago. | 
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. Q. Hcv many trains vere seen per day moving In the opposite direction! Vhat vere 
they carrying? j 

A. On tile wist road I vould^say that, there vere anywhere from 30 to 60 trains a 
toy ponds? ws* I v*e much impressed vith the Meant of materiel and all the 
freight tad. the military malts on the wro. Thewe Appeared to be fully equipped 
an If they were operating oc: a var-tl® heels* They were transporting trucks and 
big gluts, but Jnat how way I -can 7 1 say. 'T h ere were alvaya ^visible guards with 
guns riding the materiel care * There vti a t re as© ad cm « astount of hoary Industry 
machinery, and rav iron*, and great amounts of sheet metal and girders- The> vere 
also soring great quantities of sgrlcvlturaa implement « , including tractors. In 
Siberia I sav very few tractors and not aroch improved agriculture. Once ve crossed 
the Ural Mountains the cultivation progran increased. After ve passed the Ursa 
Mountains . ve sav. vhole cars full of plows; harrows , and other machinery* There vas 
aloe a lot of cheap low-grade coal and blowers , probably for industrial furnaces. 
And tnrre vas a great amount of lumber being carried. Incidentally* I noticed 
that throughout Siberia and up until ve crossed the Mountains there vas more birch 
than any other kind of tree although there vere some cedars; and pises. Than after 
ve crossed the Mountains there vere miles end miles of planted evergreen and cedars* 
tvo rows of them. The row nearest the tracks had the tops trimmed off so that it 
gave me the impression of a step-like formation. 

• Q. What was the approximate size of the tank cars observed en route? How many tank 

cars were observed and vhat vas the most common size? 

I ' 

A* I vas amaaed at the sice of the tank cars. I would say thev vere almost twice as 
big as ours. They vere all that size. The railroad tracks are wider* than ours. 

I couldn't begin to estimate the number that ve sav. 

I I . 

>. Q, What evidence did you note of the construction of conaniiicationB facilities? 

A. The first thing ve noted wa* at regular intervals there vere tremendous masts with 
wires., Whether they were jamming or relay stations I don’t know. Just after ve 
had crossed the Ural Mountains there vas al seven- story tower. Tvo day© before ve 
reached Moscow there vere great wooden towers with nothing else around them but 
steps leading to the top. I vas aaaszed at tlie variety of supports* for high tens ion 
wires. I don't see hov they kept track of] them. Some vere made of old posts and 
©cone: of iron girder*. There were. high power tension wires everywhere vest of 
the -Ural Mountains. At ve approached Moscow I noticed that j in small clusters here 
A-pri there were television *ateam»s. There; would be a group of them near a factory, 
for instance. All in all A sav six or seven different types ] of these antennas. 

I heard acme come: .u.ioc in the dining car that there was a struggle going on in 
East Germsuy fur control of the television air and that the Russians were now 
experimenting with television so they could take over. 

7. Q. Did you note any evidence of rolling stock shortages? 

A. There didn't seen to be any groat shortage because v* sav a ; great number of loco- 
motives and oars that didn't appear to be in bad shape. They were off on a 
aiding. There were some old museum piece*, for switch e ngine s and I vas Impressed 
with the way they vere able to keep those old locomotives going. Ikere were repair 
yards along the tracks where they almost rebuilt cars right out in the open air. I 
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•av same that bud bean in wreck* and the? p ract ically rebuilt them entirely . among 
the Military equipment b©t*c *naa**portcd there vere acme ob jects like mi Ir oad earn 
but just the fleer- of the cat with -the axle* sticking oxt . There vere 15 of these 
on this shipment and In another o p e n freight car were the wheal*. Although 1 can’t 
gl w any definite figures became I new so march 1m such a short time, ay Inpress Inn 
Is that they are not suffering a ay shortage cf rolling stock. 

Did you hare any delays or tie-ups? If so, for what reasons? 

Ve vere on what they considered a fast run. It took us *even day* but they said 
it used to take 10 or 12 days across Russia. We stopped every three or fourj hour* 
for about 2G minutes all th* way* Before we reached the Ural Mountains ve seerrd 
to be proceeding very cautiously and so were the freight tTsrin*. Once past the 
Mountains the freight train* node no atops that I sav. Our stop* were at stations 
and I don v t know vhy they vere imde. j 

I i 

What type* of freight cars vere in use and where? Two-axle or four ax' 1 -*? Capacity? 

They were very ameh like ours and the construction appeared to be like ours. My 
impress lor. was that all the freight cars had four axles, two front, two rearL I 
sav some that had carriers underneath. Most of them looked like ours but some had 
tvo bumper* cm the rear end. 


25X1 A 


Did you note any loading practices? 


After passing the Ural Mountains I couldn s t help but feel impressed by the amount 
of movable cranes. In the big Industrial centers there vere many of then, but 
I don 6 1 remember any right down art the railroad tracks. There vere the loading 
platforms that looked like ours and loading onto the cars by men with small trucks 
and hr>ad carts. It reminded me of home. 

Is the Harbin-Suifenho railroad ^.lne single, double er triple tracked? 

I think it was all double tracked*. At one stage we were shunted off to a single 
track line on a very wide road-bed, probably b* : cause they didn't want us to see 
that particular section of the main line. 

Lid you note any sign* of civil defense activity? 

I saw nothing that looked like it tc me. Ho signs for air-raid shelters. 

Did you see any sign# of forced labor activity? 

There '/as no way cf knowing whether the labor vas forced or not. I didn®t see 
any guards standing around with guns or any indication that the workers vere j 
prisoner*. Most of them wore uniform* 

Did you see any signs of labor nagration or, transfer. 

We saw t vendorurs transfers of railroad labor gangs.. And there vere large groups 
of so3di*i-.'*- being ar.ved with military and engineering equipment. It all seemed 
to fit In with all the construction work that vat going on. 
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Q. Did you any evidence of mv vorkers ; living quar*fcex*t 


Yo« and it vas interesting to cee the distinction betveen the hone* for the 

rrf bW bona hc B wer 


different vortera- 
moatly log cabin o 


greeting xo — — — 

Coating m on the far e»rten aide of Rrnaai* tka house* were 
awew — There were whole row* of prefabricated houees, smll aud _ 

gone of them were without door* and some- without window*. Tter hod light* *nd 
white paint around the window frames hut almost none of them looked attractive. 
The farmer* and people not directly connected with the industrial plant* xlved 
l“tSnr But in every area where the new factories and plant, were erected or 
Being erect* they were Building 2-3-* story apartment house., aMxny _ al* of 
them Being covered With a«Be*to«. Most of these were nade of cemsnt - Athmr 
were of ^od- They were putting in .ldewalk. around 

attractive. But in no place where there was not a large industrial plont were 
the bouses anything .pecial. The shacks and hut. looked ac they 
looked a hundred years ago But they seened to Be going t0 * f 
impr.'*. their own people with the advantage* of Beuag (x inihtrtrlai worker. 

Even outside Moscow in the villages there were no .ldewalk* or P*«J»**» 4“** 
mud road, with grass growing here and there, and the h * tt ***!?” the^cads 

cabin*. We were v-ry near to Moscow Before we *aw any autonoblle* and the roads 
werenot ZytZr* decent until a. near a. 30 or 40 mil., to the city. I don’t 
know what type of trucks or vehicles could go over the road*, they were so bad. 
The RusbIch* have 4 great deal to do. 

Do you have any knowledge of wage rates and/or method, of payment? 

I only know that the waitress in our dining car is pald three thou.and ruBl-s a 
month and the lady manager of our car, a Jewess, said her salary was four , 
thousand ruble* a month. She told me, incidentally, that at f irst 
was very difficult I But It really wasn’t so bad. Tipping is not £“ r 

group ride a pool and gave 15 ruble, apiece to the man and woman In charge of 
our car. Both were very friendly and would bring us in little c * k *‘ 
we paid 2* ruble, apiece. Also, there were on our train some wrt««w 
englLerlf One of them had formerly been in the Army and he .pose German.^ The 
!ST of gnjnpy he .pent on that trip for vodka and champagne was unbelievable. 
There^were^other a ln^the dining car who .pent from 120 to 130 rubles on one meal. 
3o y there are some good nalarle* being paid in Ru**la„ | 


Q. Did you note any labor shortage*? 
consumer*' goods? 


Have you any information on the availability of 


I didn’t see anything that indicated there vas a labor shortage . 

Every tlsm the train stopped I got off to lock around and make some 
Ac Yoon as ve had 'crossed the border Into Russia ve were on our °' rn ' 
and an official of] the tourist bureau gave me four thousand ruble. W | 
neal. on the train or anything else. There was plenty of food and eonaomr goods 
to be had at the larger railroad stations and it vn* ofa°»P* r f 
dining car. These are price* for the articles i remembered for saxe in the 

«tation»- 


Can of crushed pineapple (advertised "Same as bought m Hawaii) 
Bar of hand soap - 1-1/2 ruble. 

Fountain pen (the one dollar kind) - 20 rubles 
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Vodi* (4Mli bottle) - 16 rubles 
Port Wine - 20 rubles 
Le,IOB -(smll A withered) - It rubles 
Shoes (On ration) - Jfen's -120 to AOO rubles 
Worm 1 s-150 to 300 rubles 

n , . . ; Children’s -30-40-30-100 rubles 

Dish of ice cream - 1 ruble 

of fruit Juice - 80 kopeks 
One fish (flounder) about 1-1/2 lbs. -9 rubles 
Larg® sugar cookie - 1 ruble 
Snail sugar cookie- ' 85 kopeks 
Bottle of beer* 5 rubles 
Bottle of black ale- 3 rubles 
Soda water - 3 rubles 
BW (1) - 1 to 1-i/b rubles 
Bottle of milk - 2 rubles 
Cheese, l/k lb„ slab - 8 to 10 rubles 
Apple (l) - 5 rubles 
Pocket Knife - 8 to 15 rubles 

- 2 to k rubles (all issued by Central O^emmsnt) 
Oenrnn -Russian Dictionary - 8 rubles 
Suitcases - 12-15-18 rubles (poor quality) 

8uit Of clothes . 120 rubles and up 


09A00050008001 2-7 


18. Q. Do you knew any price* of rail tickets or Meals? 


Postal 


A. 


or freight rate*? 


^a^ir°1150 1ClC ^<e?^ ^r h0ul \ t0 Moscow, first class! vas IA 50 rubles. Second 
that*for from* 5 toT^ble^' ^ “* ^oes, wu. cheap. We could get 

Bread and butter - 6o kopek* 

Cup or coffee - 85 kopek* 

Cup of cocoa - 75 kopek* 

Blah of rice - Slightly acre than 1 ruble 
«hrea eggs, fried or boiled - 3 rubles, 75 kopeka 
Sirloin steak - 5 ruble* , 75 kopeka 
KLaoa of apricot Juice, imported - k rublo* 
fiaall Jelly roll - 2-1/2 rublea 
Ba*ll piece of cheese - 4 rublea 

1 ***** information on postal or freight rates • 

19. d. Do you know of any instate, of rationing? if , 0 , M ltca , and to what extant? 


As 


20 . 


I .\ttor the shoes vere rationed from *eeing them on sole in -r «, 

dl 5 f Crent clMgeo °* People vore different kinds or shoes.* Tkiere*° 
o^/™ t0 » bC Cb0iCft 111 ** 2 noticed thaTSa iaSy^ai?S 

roca VerC °* * etter quality than the witreti In the^dtning 

eo good aa mo*t vorc * ® hoet of better quality than the porters but not 

h, was -titled to and by that I presun* .he 

Sf™ 103 * b0Ut ttC * Vall * bUlty of coasinnij cation* facilities to 


I hav e pr actically no information about this except that I 
* roa Ura ^- Mountains cn In, and most of the 
electricity. I did not *e<* telephone vires or poles 

TIC ^ / * 


* bcicpnone vires or poles. 
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